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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1256 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1247 

(Purpose: To modify provisions relating to 
Federal employees retirement) 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, under 
the previous order, on behalf of Sen-
ator LIEBERMAN, I call up his amend-
ment, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER], for Mr. LIEBERMAN, for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. AKAKA, and Mr. VOINOVICH, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 1256 to 
amendment No. 1247. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMENDING NONCOMMISSIONED 
OFFICERS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
in recognition of the Army’s 234th an-
niversary. On June 14, 2009, the Army 
celebrates its 234th year of courageous 
and noble service to the people of the 
United States of America. 

The Army has designated 2009 as 
‘‘The Year of the Noncommissioned Of-
ficer,’’ in recognition of the dedicated 
and selfless service of noncommis-
sioned officers, known as the ‘‘Back-
bone of the Army,’’ throughout the Na-
tion’s history. Our country nation owes 
a debt of gratitude to those non-
commissioned officers who have de-
fended our country and freedom world-
wide, serving in harm’s way across the 
globe to defend freedom and secure the 
peace for the American people. It is fit-
ting that we should pay special tribute 
to the Army’s noncommissioned officer 
corps on the 234th anniversary of the 
Army’s establishment in 1775. 

At Fort Lewis, WA, home of the I 
Corps, known as ‘‘America’s Corps,’’ 
noncommissioned officers are observ-
ing the Army’s birthday while pre-
paring for deployment into harm’s 
way, training for future service to the 
Nation, and upholding the high stand-
ards of our armed services. 

It is my desire to thank and honor 
those courageous, dedicated and self-
less men and women. I am grateful for 
the Army’s outstanding corps of non-
commissioned officers at Fort Lewis, 
WA, under the direction of COL Cyn-
thia Murphy, Garrison Commander, 
and Command Sergeant MAJ Matthew 
Barnes, for their role in defending our 
Nation and serving its people as the 
keepers of the Army’s high standards, 
the trainers and maintainers who make 

our Army the greatest force for good 
across the globe, and the heart and 
soul of our fighting forces at home and 
abroad. They are truly the ‘‘Backbone 
of the Army.’’ 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF VIRGINIA 
CITY, NV 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
in honor of a very historic event—this 
Saturday marks the 150th anniversary 
of the founding of Virginia City, NV. 
Many Americans know Virginia City 
from the old TV show ‘‘Bonanza,’’ but 
this city also played an extremely im-
portant role in the history of the 
United States in the second half of the 
19th century. 

Virginia City’s roots as a mining 
town began in 1850 as the ’49ers trav-
eled through on their way to Cali-
fornia. Men often stopped in this area 
to practice their gold-mining skills but 
never found much of value until 1859 
when Peter O’Riley and Patrick 
McLaughlin found some gold in the 
dirt. Henry Comstock passed by short-
ly after and talked his way into a share 
of what would later be named after 
him: the Comstock Lode. For several 
months, they mined the earth, tossing 
aside buckets full of ‘‘blue stuff’’ that 
got in the way of only a small amount 
of gold. Out of curiosity, they sent 
away a sample of this blue stuff to be 
tested, and it turned out to be made up 
of three-fourths silver ore. News spread 
quickly, and by the following spring, 
10,000 men had arrived hoping to make 
their fortune. 

This silver lode proved more difficult 
to mine than the gold in California, 
and mines collapsed before they could 
reach much of the ore. American inge-
nuity persevered, however, and a whole 
list of new technologies were developed 
that would be used in mines across the 
country. In no time, the ground below 
Virginia City was crisscrossed with 
mines, and the city itself was a boom 
town full of boarding houses and sa-
loons. The official value of all the gold 
and silver taken out of the Comstock 
between 1859 and 1882 is over $300 mil-
lion. These riches helped Nevada in its 
effort to become an independent terri-
tory and then its own State in 1864. 

Virginia City also produced some of 
America’s great historical figures. 
George Hearst made his fortune in Ne-
vada before founding the newspaper 
empire he became famous for, and 
Samuel Clemens first used the name 
‘‘Mark Twain’’ while writing for the 
local paper, the Territorial Enterprise. 

Today, Virginia City has a popu-
lation of less than a tenth of what it 
had at its peak in the 1870s. However, it 
remains a vibrant community and an 
outstanding monument to the Wild 
West. The millions of tourists who visit 
Virginia City each year can stroll the 
wooden sidewalks, explore old mines, 
pan for gold, and watch the annual 
international camel and ostrich races. 
I am happy I will be able to celebrate 
this historic anniversary in Virginia 

City, and I am proud to recognize the 
city’s achievements today. 

f 

CHANGES TO S. CON. RES. 13 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, section 
311(a) of S. Con. Res. 13, the 2010 budget 
resolution, permits the chairman of the 
Senate Budget Committee to adjust 
the allocations of a committee or com-
mittees, the aggregates, and other ap-
propriate levels in the resolution for 
legislation that authorizes the Food 
and Drug Administration to regulate 
products and assess user fees on manu-
facturers and importers of those prod-
ucts to cover the cost of the regulatory 
activities. Additionally, section 307 of 
S. Con. Res. 13 permits the chairman to 
adjust the allocations of a committee 
or committees, aggregates, and other 
appropriate levels in the resolution for 
legislation that, among other things, 
reduces or eliminates the offset be-
tween the survivor benefit plan annu-
ities and veterans’ dependency and in-
demnity compensation. The adjust-
ments under both reserve funds are 
contingent on the legislation not in-
creasing the deficit over either the pe-
riod of the total of fiscal years 2009 
through 2014 or the period of the total 
of fiscal years 2009 through 2019. 

I find that the amendment in the na-
ture of a complete substitute to H.R. 
1256, the Family Smoking Prevention 
and Tobacco Control Act, contains lan-
guage that fulfills the conditions of the 
deficit-neutral reserve funds for the 
Food and Drug Administration and 
America’s veterans and wounded serv-
icemembers. Therefore, pursuant to 
sections 311(a) and 307, I am adjusting 
the aggregates in the 2010 budget reso-
lution, as well as the allocation to the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee. 

I ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing revisions to S. Con. Res. 13 be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010—S. 
CON. RES. 13; REVISIONS TO THE CON-
FERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 311 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RE-
SERVE FUND FOR THE FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION AND SECTION 307 
DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND 
FOR AMERICA’S VETERANS AND 
WOUNDED SERVICEMEMBERS 

[In billions of dollars] 

Section 101 
(1)(A) Federal Revenues: 

FY 2009 ........................ 1,532.571 
FY 2010 ........................ 1,653.722 
FY 2011 ........................ 1,929.684 
FY 2012 ........................ 2,129.674 
FY 2013 ........................ 2,291.204 
FY 2014 ........................ 2,495.884 

(1)(B) Change in Federal 
Revenues: 
FY 2009 ........................ 0.000 
FY 2010 ........................ ¥12.264 
FY 2011 ........................ ¥158.947 
FY 2012 ........................ ¥230.719 
FY 2013 ........................ ¥224.133 
FY 2014 ........................ ¥137.774 
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